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see, the chief actuary concluded, 12 
million people lose their employer- 
sponsored coverage because small em-
ployers would be inclined to terminate 
coverage so workers would qualify for 
heavy subsidies through the exchange. 

The biggest number of people who 
will be covered will be those who are 
pushed into Medicaid, which, under 
this proposal, does expand signifi-
cantly. The problem with that is, it 
passes on enormous costs to the States. 
You heard the former Governor of Ne-
braska and the former Governor of 
Tennessee talk about that. My Gov-
ernor, Governor Rounds, in South Da-
kota, said we are going to be faced with 
$134 million in increased costs to the 
States to pay for this because Medicare 
is a partnership between the States and 
the Federal Government. So any ben-
efit we get—about 60 percent of the 
people who will get coverage because of 
the bill will get it through Medicaid at 
an enormous additional cost to the 
States, which will be passed on to the 
taxpayers in the individual States. 

So you will have higher taxes on 
small businesses, higher taxes on indi-
viduals, and you will have Medicare 
cuts that will impact seniors and pro-
viders. The amazing thing about all 
this is you are going to have higher 
health care costs when it is all said and 
done. It is remarkable that anything 
could be called health care reform that 
raises costs the way these proposals 
would do. 

Finally, in response to what the 
other side has said, which is that Re-
publicans don’t have alternatives, that 
is wrong again. Republicans have pro-
posed step-by-step solutions that would 
do this right, so it would drive down 
the costs, such as interstate competi-
tion, allowing people to buy insurance 
across State lines; small business 
group health plans, which would give 
businesses the advantage of group pur-
chasing power, tort reform. We have a 
range of things we hope we have an op-
portunity to get to. We have to defeat 
this $3 trillion monstrosity. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

BEGICH). The Senator from Oklahoma 
is recognized. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, during 
the course of the day today—and I feel 
I can do this since it is my birthday— 
I had five different subjects I wish to 
cover. I will make one comment about 
the talk just given—the eloquent 
speech just given by the Senator from 
South Dakota. 

I think the thing that surprises most 
people is, we will have meetings and 
people will say: Wait a minute, you 
don’t even know what is in the Senate 
bill being written up behind closed 
doors. The comments we are making— 
most of them—refer to the bill passed 
in the House. The reason for that is, 
that is the only thing we have to talk 
about. 

I ask unanimous consent that I be 
recognized until such time as we move 
on, and I understand that is 11:20. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

GUANTANAMO BAY 

Mr. INHOFE. First of all, right after 
the conference luncheon, we are going 
to have my amendment having to do 
with Gitmo. This is a very simple one- 
page amendment that states that none 
of the funds appropriated, or otherwise 
made available by this act—on 
MILCON—or any prior act may be used 
to construct or modify a facility or fa-
cilities in the United States or its ter-
ritories, to permanently or temporarily 
hold any individual who is detained as 
of October 1 of 2009 at Gitmo. 

You might wonder, we have been 
talking about this, and I have actually 
had pass two amendments that do al-
most the same thing. We passed an 
amendment to the 2007 resolution 94 to 
3—a bipartisan amendment to the war 
supplemental offered by me and Sen-
ator INOUYE from Hawaii. It passed 90 
to 6 in the current Senate Defense ap-
propriations bill. It is in conference. 
My concern is, in conference, it may be 
removed. Keep in mind, we sent this 
language to conference once before, 
and it came back and merely said that 
if the President announces a plan of 
what to do with those individuals who 
are incarcerated at Gitmo, we would 
have 45 days to discuss that. It doesn’t 
say we have to agree with the plan he 
gives. 

Consequently, there are no teeth in 
that. This may be our only chance. 
This is an issue that has always passed 
by over 90 votes. So I will have that 
amendment. I hope people will under-
stand the whole country was upset 
when they found out on Friday the 
13th—and that was kind of an inter-
esting day for this—when Khalid 
Shaikh Mohammed, as announced by 
the President, was going to be tried in 
New York City, and they were going to 
move five terrorists into the New York 
City area. I will not debate this thing. 
It has been worn out in the press. 

People realize that if we are going to 
bring these terrorists to the United 
States, they will become targets for 
terrorist activities. Besides that, you 
cannot try someone under our court 
system who should be tried under a tri-
bunal. The rules of evidence are dif-
ferent, and we have a perfect place for 
that down in Gitmo. Again, I will be of-
fering that amendment. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIP TO CHINA 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I wish to 
talk about the President’s trip to 
China. It appears evident—which we 
have known all along—that we are not 
going to be passing anything in this 
country on cap and trade. We have the 
bill that is up right now by Senators 
KERRY and BOXER, who have talked 
about this now for 8 years. Every time 
they talk about it, there is more and 
more opposition to it. Right now, the 
interesting thing is that the most re-

cent polling shows that only 4 percent 
of the American people think this is a 
problem. Four percent are wrong and 
the 96 percent are right. 

Nonetheless, in China, keep in mind, 
their output of CO2 emissions could 
amount to twice the combined emis-
sions of the world’s richest nations, in-
cluding the United States, the Euro-
pean Union, and Japan. Consequently, 
the problem there is China, India, Mex-
ico, and the developing countries. We 
all know nothing will pass this body 
that doesn’t treat the developing coun-
tries as developed nations. 

I will not dwell on this. At a later 
time, I will. I plan to make a very 
long—well over an hour—talk. I am 
trying to get some time now to do 
that. This will be the fifth time I have 
done this in the last 6 years concerning 
this particular subject, which is the al-
leged global warming attached to the 
CO2 emissions. 

I will say this: As far as what is going 
on right now in China, the Chinese are 
not going to line up and agree, in Co-
penhagen or anyplace, to start reduc-
ing their own emissions. Frankly, they 
are the ones who are the big bene-
ficiaries. This is kind of interesting, 
because even if we did it and the devel-
oped nations did it, it still wouldn’t 
have any material reduction in CO2. 
Even if you believed CO2 or anthropo-
genic gases caused global warming or 
climate change, it is still not going to 
work, as Tom Quigley said it would 
back when Senator Gore—Vice Presi-
dent Gore at that time—tried to do a 
study to determine what wonderful 
things would happen if we joined the 
Kyoto treaty. The question was, to his 
own scientists: If all nations, all devel-
oped nations, including the United 
States, the European Union, and all of 
them, were to sign the Kyoto treaty 
and live by its emission requirements, 
how much would it reduce the tempera-
ture? Tom Quigley, a renowned sci-
entist, came out with this report and 
said it would reduce it by less than 
seven one-hundredths of 1 degree Cel-
sius by 2050. So all of the pain, all of 
the taxes, the largest tax increase in 
the history of America, and it does not 
reduce anything. Consequently, I don’t 
think it is necessary to belabor that. 
China is not going to do it, no matter 
what the President does on his trip to 
China. 

f 

HAMILTON NOMINATION 
Mr. INHOFE. As I am rounding third 

and heading home, I am concerned that 
we are going to be voting this after-
noon on the nomination of David Ham-
ilton to be a judge on the Seventh Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. I think Ham-
ilton is, without question, a liberal ac-
tivist judge. He believes judges do not 
simply interpret the Constitution of 
the United States but that judges have 
the power to actually change the Con-
stitution when deciding cases, stating 
that—this is his quote, Mr. President— 
‘‘part of our job here as judges is to 
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